
 
 
  

Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
Superintendent of Schools 

COVID-19 UPATE – August 28, 2020 

Dear Somers Families, 

After many months of planning, the start of the 2020-2021 school year is just over a week away. 
In no way do I see this as being anything close to resembling a typical school year. We must 
practice endurance, caring, and patience as we face the many uncertainties that lie ahead. You 
can expect from the district transparency, honesty, and regular communication. In turn, we hope 
you will share directly with us any questions, feedback, or information that might help school 
days run as smoothly as possible. Here are a few updates on the start of school. 

First Day 

We welcome students back on Tuesday, September 8th. You should have received your child’s 
class placements (elementary) and schedules (secondary), which are listed in the Infinite 
Campus Portal. If you have not been able to find that information, please contact your building 
principal. 

School Building Restrictions 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions and safety precautions, only students and SCSD employees will be 
allowed in the buildings this year. Please leave any materials for students with the monitors in 
the security vestibules. Furthermore, back to school nights will be held virtually this year. You 
will soon receive dates and login instructions from each school. 

Health and Safety 

Based on questions regarding health and safety we have received from various people within the 
district, we have created this Q&A video with Director of Human Resources and Student Services 
Matt Carr and our District Physician, Dr. Steve Levine. Among other topics, in the video we 
discuss face coverings, social distancing, and what will happen if someone in the district tests 
positive for COVID-19. Please keep in mind the New York Department of Health has imposed 
travel restrictions from states with high rates of infection. If students travel to any of those states 
(found here on the DOH website) they must quarantine for 14 days upon their return to New 
York. This means students would not be able to attend classes. 

 

https://vimeo.com/452347420/57d5b84946
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory


 
 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the importance of wearing masks, and how to wear a face mask 
appropriately, please click these links: 

American Academy of Pediatrics answers top ten questions about wearing masks 

How to wear a mask effectively 

Technology 
All students will be provided with a district device.  The students in kindergarten through fifth 
grade will received iPads with keyboards. Students in grades seven through 12 will receive PC 
tablets. The details about distribution of these devices will be shared by the schools. 

Athletics 

Currently, the Governor of New York has approved the start of fall sports on September 21st. 
Each section across the state will decide how to proceed, as there will be no competition 
between sections and there will be no state playoffs. I expect more information to be available in 
the coming days. 

Operations 

In addition to ongoing maintenance to the Heating, Ventilation and AC systems in each of the 
four school buildings, the district has enlisted an engineering firm to ensure that all HVAC 
equipment is operating properly. 

Although the first day of school will not look the same, we are nonetheless thrilled to be 
welcoming back students into our hallways and classrooms, and we look forward to seeing their 
smiling eyes. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

https://www.somersschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913963/Centricity/Domain/1815/AAPNY2_Mask_FAQ_Flyer_081220.pdf
https://vimeo.com/user60218906/review/452659703/e4cf71409f

